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Find out more about
the area’s rich Tudor heritage
BY CAR, BUS, BIKE OR FOOT!
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GETTING THE BEST FROM THIS BOOKLET

o

Places.

Chippring Sodbery's Broad Seeece was full of murkes stfly in the Tidor period

Tudor Places
Wiherever vou go i Sonth Gloncestershire, there are links
Actont Courd, at fron Actor, fas changed linle since Tidor days with Thdor times - in towss ard villages, houses and
KEY ehurches, farms and fields, pubs and restavranes!
m Public P Purking Digcover them for yoursell with the help of this bookler,
i nooess without special arangements £ i €05 00 %ite or neorby )
Routes, themes and properties
E Regular bus servics nearby E Rail staficn noarhy The places included in this booklet are induded on the
’ - route shown on the fold-out map at the back. You may
Awan Cydheway mearby Public foilats on ety . !
m == cES . want o choose a part of the route to follow and take a
20 Col o resourant on s or neorby V5 Wheelchair peress short-cut back to your starting point. Then you can
n ; come back another day and enjoy another "loop!. Three
Publi lootpoth nearty loops are suggested on page 6. 1f vou'd like to follow a
CONTENTS Eurit |:'ul.|.r theme, we've listed some of these on pages 4
L and .
Getting the best [rom this booklet 3 A ; : . 5
nbicdortice 4 If you're walking, there are lots of opportunities to devise
e ! interesting routes using off-road paths and tracks
: T'}c' ! 'r" | through farmland and over the commons particularly
i 1 ¥ a 0]
agi s Aol . those near Chipping Sodbury, such as Inglestone
Ride, drive or walk 1 Common. Cyclists can use bridleways and other public
rights of way not designated as footpaths,
Almaondsbury and Civeston 869 - .
Thombury Castle and Parish Church 10 Mast of the properties we've referred 1o L privately
Thornbury, Berkeley Castle and Frampton Court &2 owned and many houses are not open to visitors,
: : These are clearly indicated on the appropriate pages,
Bktod Colvt nd fron ficton 2 Please respect the privacy of people living and working
Yate Court and Kingswood Htlbtfy Gatehouse 14 £ 13 in these places and view them from a dis t distance,
Watton-under-Edge and Pf'”:h Church 15 remaining on roads or public footpaths. Where there
Newark Park and Horton Court w is access to buildings, check times of opening before
Litthe Sodbury and Chipping Sodbury Parish Church 1B & 19 youl visil,
Dryrham and Cold Ashton Parish Churches 20 :
Bitton Geranpe and Parish Church 2
Siston Court and Wellhouse 12
Mangotsfiedd Parish Church and Rodway Manor House N
Barrs Court Moat and Hanham Court 24
Bristol 25
Sponsorship 26
Map of the trail inside back cover
Further mformation fodd-in back cover
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INTRODUCTION

Calid Anhiton Chusrch, Birgely relrill in Tinkor Hme

Tudor Gloucestershire

The Tudor momarchs ruled England and Wales from 1485
(Henry VIT) to 1603 { Elizabeth 1) with the most colourtul
being Henry VNI, king from 1509 1o 1547, From the end
of the Wars of the Roses to the Union of the Crowns of
England and Scotland, this short period of history ook
in the Dissolution of the Monasteries, a king with six
wives and Dirake’s vivages of discovery, It was a penod ol
immense changes in society brought about mainly by
religious reformation and the expansion of trade.

In Gloucestershire, monastic kinds were given or sold o
influential families whose power and wealth increased.
Improvements in agriculture on the good land of the
area meant surplus food for sale to growing cities like
Bristol and London, Sheep grazed every hillside and ther
fleeces were taken to the many Cotswold wool towns for
spinning and weaving. Cloth was exported and
merchants prospered. Even many of the ordinary people
enjoyed reasonable security of homes and income,

The results are there to see. Tudor buildings remain in
daily use and you can follow the long-silent daily
footsteps of Tudor people in towns and villages. The
great traveller, John Leland, visited this area in the early
1540k and most of his observations still hold good roday!

Enjow discovering the Tudor present in South
Gloucestershire - and the past!

Many village churches

Lots of people enjoy seeing and visiting parish churches.
Those with strong Todor connections include
Almondsbury, Bitton, Chipping Sodbury, Cald Ashton,
DPryrham, Iron Acton, Mangotsfield, Olveston, Thormbury,
Tortworth and Wotton-under-Edge and St Meary
Redeliffe in Bristol. In most cases, only their churchyards
are open 1o visitors other than at times of services,

ASSOCIATIONS

One queen, two kings, three families

Muost of the places in the booklet have links with well-
known people of Tudor imes, We've picked three
miparchs and three influential families so that you can
visit the sites associated with them. As vou travel around,
see il vou can establish other links between plages!
Marriages, mayhem and occasional attempted murder
TRy COmE it it!

King Henry VII (reigned 1485-1509) and friends
Acton Court, Berkeley Castle and Little Sodbury

King Henry VIII (reigned 1509-1547), wives and friends
Acton Court, Bitton Grange, Bristol Cathedral, Chipping
Sodbury Church, Horton Court, Little Sodbury,

“Thornbury Castle, Thornbury Church

Queen Elizabeth I (reigned 1558-1603) and friends
Acton Court, Berkeley Castle, Bristol Cathedral, St John's
Gate and St Mary Reddliffe (Bristol)

The Berkeley family

Berkeley Castle, Bitton Grange, Bristol Cathedral,
Mangotsfield Church, Newark Park, Rodway Manor
Howse, Yate Court

The Denys family

Old Church Farm, Siston Court, Dyrham Parish Church
and Park, and Olveston Parish Church

The Poyniz Family

Acton Court, Frampton Court, Lord Mayor's Chapel
{ Bristol), Newark Park, Rodway Manor House,
Thornbury Castle and Parish Church, Yate Court
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FOLLOWING THE TRAIL

Tureh ferrine, Rankprwsy sni ol By the Pherys ey aned then tae Vieele Bramily

The main rowte of approximately 100 miles { 160km) can
be cowvered in one day, by car, in ¢ither direction - if you
wish simply a flavour of Tudor connections in South
Glougestershire. For comvenience, we've given directions
starting and finishing in Bristol for travel in a clockwise
direction.

I you want to enjoy the trail over two or three days,
we've suggested three ‘loops” that are all about the sime
length. Like the whole trail, each loop can start and finish
at any point. However, we've suggested these three
different starting paoints.

Loop 1 from Thornbury - about 50 miles (80 );
Thormbury > Berkeley Castle = Tortworth>Rudgeway >
Acton Court > Iron Acton > Frampton Court > Bristol
City Centre > Almondsbury > Olveston> Thornbury

Loop 2 from Yate - about 50 miles (80km ):

Yate > Yate Court > Kingswood > Wotton-under-Edge
=MNewark Park > Horton Court = Little Sodbury =
Chipping Sodbury = Bristol City Centre > Frampton
Court > Iron Acton = Acton Court > Yate

Loop 3 from Bristol City
Centre - about 53 miles
(&5km ):
Bristol City Centre > Dyrham
Park > Cold Ashton > Bitton >
Siston > Mangotsfield >
Manor House > Barr's
Court > Hanham Court ==
Hanham > Bristol City Centre

RIDE, DRIVE OR WALK

Wi can fodline i ||.'|.Llr‘.||h|."lr_["| thrpugbeont South € dimweaterstine

Most places on the trail are served by buses and some are
close to rail stations - most local trains carry bikes on a
“turn up and go' basis. Check times and stopping places
of public transport when planning your route — contact
telephone numbers are given on the fold-in back cover.

1f you want to follow the complete Tudor Places Heritage
Trail in one trip, then you'll probably need a car. The
fold-out map shows you the route but you'll find useful
5 Lamdranger map 172, Bristol and Bath, (Berkeley
Castle is on OF Landranger map 162.) Please remember
to observe the Highway Code, and if driving keep to the
speed limit.

If eyeling, we recommend basing your route on the
signed Avon Cycleway. Many places are on or near it and
it mainly uses quict roads and lanes. A route map is
available from tourist information centres.

[F oo want to walk to and from places in the booklet, all
are accessible by public footpath {or pavement). Most
can be reached using one or more of the Avon Walkway,
Bristol and Bath Railway Path, Cotswold Way, Frome
Valley Walkwary, Jubilee Way, Limestonie Link, Monarchs
Way and Severn Way. Ask at tourist information centres
for details.

Horse-riders can use bridleways (which are also open to
cyclists) but facilities for "parking’ horses are infrequent!

1f vou use a wheelchair (or push a baby-buggy), places
that are easily accessible are marked throughout the
booklet with the standard disabled-acoess symbaol.

Buises will take you to and from
most places on the Trail - check
times in advance




ALMONDSBURY AND OLVESTON
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Ariowndelary Praredt Chrarcts w0 oose of thee few in Ereplanf weth o beeferd e

In the 12th century, monks from Bristol improved the
Roman sea banks along the Severn and drained farmland
around Almondsbury, Nicholas Poyntz, Lord of
Elberton, undertook drainage in 1346, cutting the
Elberton rhine or ditch, Work continued for hundreds of
years and the sea wall has only recently been raised again,

Almondsbury Parish Church is a Norman foundation
with a fine Early English chancel. Most striking, however,
is the tomb of Edward Veele, who died in 1577, and his
wile Katherine, Another influential dynasty in Tudor
tirmes is recognised by brasses in Olveston Parish
Church to Morvs and Sir Walter Denys, portrayed as
knightly figures i bards, Look also for the amusing
memorial to Ralph Green, vicar from 1590 to 16349,

ALMONDSBURY AND OLVESTON
(continued)

The Dy fannily, comepermonatend Do (e, ol owned Dhyelooe Park

Joshin Walshe inherited Olveston Court Farm from his
miother and built the impressive gatehouse, great hall,
brewhouse and arched niches called bee boles, which
held bechives, before moving to Little Sodbury in 1510,
M further leading family, the Poynie family, owned the

nearky manor of Tockington until it passed by marnoge
tor the Berkeleys.

Almondsbury Church m’ldmn.h.l.'.ndl.ﬁ P
Olveston Church ﬂl-.hut-.lw.n'd b E E2

{ Jubilee/Severn 2.5midkm), |

Court Farm Private (view o nml.l-n-rl.E E

:
{ Jubilee/Severn 2.5mi4km), § ;j

Leave Bristol by A3 viorth front Bristol and tirn left into
Owver Larse 0.3 miles (0.5km) after ronundabont below M5
{function 16}, Follow sten to Lower Almondsbury o
Church (on right past school). Conrimue on Chirch Road
to Tockington arad turn left (signposted Asst), In Ofveston,
turnn lefe at wevwesagent and right into Denys Cowrt, then
take narrow lane on left to Clveston Court Farem, Return to
srvarire rocid aned fueen left sowareds Parish Clurcly



THORNBURY CASTLE AND PARISH CHURCH

TMharetaney Cetle ol 38 Mliary’s Chrarrchy

lasper Tudor, uncle of Henry VI and Earl of Pembroke,
married the widow of Henry Stafford, second Duke of
Buckingham {(whe was also lord of Thormbury manor),
and lived here before Thornbury Castle was built. It is
arguably South Gloucestershire's maost self-indulgent and
picturesque reminder of great Tudor families. John
Leland wrote: Edwarnd lnte Duke of Bukkyngeham ., setre
tapr svaignnificently in good squared Stovte the South Spde
aened e I'-'-'||I"-r.l.'-ll|"ull the West Parte also withe a 1 '.'\-ll” cormely
Cante-Hionwese ... He could have waxed Ivrical about the
huge bay windows, the wonderful chimneys, the gardens,
the curious windowed _‘L',.|r|_!|_'|| wall, the fish ilnull-, i
the hospitality, which the presemt hoteliers maintain,

L I'l1.1"r'll.ll'|.|[l.'i:t'. the Duke fell foul of H-;_-ulf. WVITT and lost
Chornbury manor - and his head - after a trial presided
over by his steward, Sir Anthany Poyntz, Thormbury
became a roval property and Henry VI, with second
wile Anne Boleyn, may have stayed in the castle in 1535,

Much of 5t Mary’s Church was rebuilt in the late 15th
century. The nave has an elegant clerestory {upper row of
windows ) and the tower is 130 (40m high. The former
rectory, nearly, is late 16th century in origin.

Thornbury Castle Hotel ﬂ {open 1o non residents),
E m H { Jubilee “mflkm & Severn 3m/5km),

lor guests), | I:;.leil.'l1'=

Parish Clhierch ﬂ churchyard), E m EI]IHI"I.
town J, {Jubilee Ymd 1 km & Severn 3m/5km), £

(churchyard)

Thurn right after Ohwston chirch and follow signs to Elberton,
Alveston (B4461) aned Thornbury (B4061 ). Follow signs into
Thorntury tows centre and bear left dovwn Castle Street to
Tharnbury Castle and Parish Church. Park in destgnated car
parks or at Thoralury Castle if using the losel iself.

Reremmaders of Tuakor archifecture e everywfiene in T

THORNBURY
-y o

lohn Leland described Thornbury as ... beinge kirge to
the Proporcion of the Letter ¥, funvinge first one longe Strete
and two Harnnes geyrige owt of it, 10 still has, In High
Street, see the 16th century studded door and interior
panelling at number & (a restaurant), the jettied
(projecting ) bay windows of 20 and first loor of 30, the
Venetian-style windows of 24 and the allotments at the
fop, wiesl side of the strect, given to the town |\:. Iohn
Dragge in 1546

In Castle Street, the Chantry's door {number 32) could
hawe come from Thombur y Castle, 15/17 has 15th
CEnNLUry orgins (and may have been a church property )
and 11 has an unusual, two-storied !_;.|'||||_'|,| |\|||:._||. |.|.|1|'!|_|:
from the late 14005, Number 2, The Plain, retains many
Features of a 16th century house,

Fake time to visit Berkeley Castle (at one time gifted 1o
Henry VIT) with its magnificent Great Hall, huge
Naorman keep and Elizabeth I's bowling green. On the
way back, detour to Tortworth where the millennium
old chestnut tree thrives beside the Parish Church with
its Tudor tower and Throckmorton family tomb dating
from 1568,



BERKELEY CASTLE

Berkeley Coastle o sl the foree of the Berdeley Somily afier 90 sy

U vour way 1o Iron Acton, look at Old Church Farm at
Rudgeway, where the Denys family lived before moving
to Siston Court, and nearby St Helen's Church. You can
ask o visit both buildings by writing to Rells-Royee at
Filton.

Tharnbury E E m . nfhlhﬂn. 12mf Tkm &

Severn ImySkm), B

Berkeley Castle E E . . {Severn |, :—,E

{gardens only with help)
Tortworth Church and Tree H {churchvard), E

Oled Chureh Fare and St Helen’s Church Private, E

E e
(with prior permission ), E - QP i

Leave by way of the High Street and Alveston, ard follow
signs 1o ASE, Go south for 1 e ( 1.5k ), turn left on to
B4427 ronwards Yorte, O Clurch Farnn is reached after 0,25
tiailes (O5Kers) on right Shortly join B4059 towards ron
Acton. (For Berkeley Castle, turn left at rowmndabout ar top
of Castle Streer and follow signs ro Lower Store, Han and
Berkeley, returming by A38 past Thornbury to B4427,
diverting left at Falfield (B4309), and left again, for
Tortworth Churdl)

FRAMPTON COURT

In the ancient settlement of Frampton Cotterell, you can
see the exterior of another former Poyvnte property, The
hall of Frampton Court dates from the 14th Century and
other parts from later Tudor times,

(s page |3 for directions)

ACTO OURT AND IRON ACTON

Conghderable rextorstvon work fos beow divie om Acton Conrt

Acton Court remains largely unaltered from Tudor times
miaking it of national importance. lts huge rooms and
windows are testament to its confident builders and many
original features remain, The Poyntz family rebuilt the
house in the 16th century, mainly for a visit from Henry
VI and Anne Boleyn. Sir Robert had entertained Henry
VI there in 1486 and was also chancellor to Catherine of
Aragon, the first wife of Henry V111 His son, Sir Anthony,
was a supporter of the king whom he entertained at
Acton Court with Anne Boleyn. Although Sir Nicholas
Poyntz hosted the Privy Council in 1574, he must have
been aggrieved that Queen Elizabeth stayed in Bristol!

The Parish Church of St James the Less at Iron Acton is
largely 14th century but Robert Poynte built the west
tower and, with his wives, Anne and Katherine, is
commemorated by three incised slabs. The 16th century
benches have ‘linenfold’ ends, representing bols of linen
lard with vertical folds,

Acton Court ﬁ {when current restoration work

complete, or view from busy H:ldl a . u

[ Frome], 5.,-:[ m (2mf3km), Li| 0 (ground floor)

Iron Acton Church ﬂ {churchyard), E m n
. | |
(Frome), L m (2m3km), (5 (churchyard)

Frompton Court Private (restricted view from rtlutplthl

E m n [ Fronme), ﬂ_g] (at Crossbow House), ‘|.

Follow BAO59 and park in Acton Court (if open) or cross
B4038 and park in Iron Acton, Turn left in Jron Acton
tevvarels Partsh Church. Return froms dhirch to B4058, turn
left. Take second left - Court Rowd - in Frumpton Cotterell,

Frasipton Cotirt is at first cormer,




YATE COURT AND KINGSWOOD
ABBEY GATEHOUSE

5 oy

There's a phasianed walll frboog Viste Rocks with Yane Cosert

Yate is a very obd settlement whose parish church of St
Mary has a 15th century tower and a fine brass memorial
of 139D,

Yate Court, north of the town, was ‘crenellated’
(bartlemented ) by the De Wyllingtons in 1299 but
temanted for many years in the 1500s by the Berkeley
farmily. Maurice Berkeley of Mangotsfield tried to burn
his sister-in-law out of the castle and was fined for his
troubles. A hundred years later, Cromwell’s
Parliamentartans destroyed the plice but one gatehouse
was moved to Berkeley Castle where it still stands. The
lines of the moat in the ficlds give some ide of the size

of the defenges,

Another surviving gatchouse, with a richly-carved
winidow, is that of Kin“.t.mblld ﬁhlh."}'. It dates from the
16th century and is one of the st monastic buildings in
England. The Cistercian abbey itsell was begin 300 years
garlier and its stone and timber were removed after the
Reformation 1o build Newark Park near Wotton-under-
Falge,

YATE COURT AND KINGSWOOD ABBEY
GATEHOUSE (continued)

TTris puars of Kiragwwoend Abbey Cuarefongse diedn's e agp et Newsard: Park!

Yate Conrt Private, ﬂ u ( Jubilee), PRE
Kingswood Abbey Gatehouse [EH | B E
{village), n (Cotswold 1m/2km), Lg [ (eaerion)

Tharn right ir Frampron Corterell on to BH058 towards Yare.
O B40O59 entering Yiate, bear left at roundabout and
continue along Goose Green Way ( There ts parallel cycling
atreed wirlkiveg rote) furming left on o BAOG0, Thrn left onto
Cravel Hill Rood, nexe left o Yinte Rocks, dnd teft again.
Thernt right past Tan House Farm into Limekiln Road. Tien
right alovg lane to Yate Court, Retwrn to road, turn right,
cross raitwan: right again 1o refoin B4060. Thrn left for
Wichwarr and Kingswood. Thrn righe an frnction with
B2 in Kingswood towards Gutehouse. Rejoin B4060,
turning right for Wottor-under Edge.



WOTTON-UNDER-EDGE AND
PARISH CHURCH

Whirteots stvewts suill fotkone: tlerr pattern of Tiador teine

In Wotton-under-Edge, you can walk the faire long Sirete
artel wielle bty that John Leland noted after his visit,
for little has changed in the town's layout. In Leland’s
time, this prary Marker Towe was welle occupyed withe
Clothfars - it was one of many prosperous South
Gloucestershire wool towns producing doth for export
through Bristol, Weavers were granted ‘assarts) enclosed
comman land, for their cottages. You can find out more
in the Heritage Centre in the Chipping,

MNumber 13 Market Street is one of several buildings o
display their early origins with its timber framing and
oriel windows. It is known as the Tudor, or Wellington's,
House. In Old Town, the Old Ram Inn was certainly
serving pints to Tador patrons and maybe earlier ones -
there was a house on the site in 1350,

Wotton-under-Edge's Parish Church of St Mary the
Virgin predates the first Tudors by two hundred vears
and was built on land belonging to the ubigquitous
Berkeley family, There is a brass monument 1o Thomas
Lord Berkeley whao died in 1417,

T Al= B8 (Cotswold), P WO
Parish Church m (churchyard), E (town),

n (Cotswold), Ifl I (town), B (churchyard)
From B4060, turn right and follow B4058 fnto Wotton,
Thrrt right af t-furiction, go down hill and trn left at
roundabout towands Parish Church. Park in town car parks
fo visit town, Leane Wotton ar roundabout (turn left if
coming from church) for Ozleworth.

HORTON COURT

I = T

ek Pork's 18th comtary frontage Iedes o Tidow orsgirn

The great hunting lodge” at Newark Park was built as
early as the mid- 16th century and its masonry and
timber-work are said to have depended upon materials
taken from Kingswood Abbey. Indeed, the Poyntz family
is also reputed to have removed stone crosses from
surrounding churchyards! The building was enlarged into
an up-to-date country house by James Wyatt in 1790,

A little o the south is another National Trust property,
Horton Court, which is reputed to be one of England’s
oldest - and certainly finest - rectories. [t was
substantially re-built by William Knight, a leading knwyer
closely invalved with Henry VIS divorce proceedings.
He later became Bishop of Bath and Wells and disagreed
fundamentally with William Tyndale, translator of the
Bible into English,

You can visit the Norman hall and walk through the T6th
century garden ambulatory which is decorated with
statues of Roman emperors, inspired by Knight's visit o
the Eternal City.

Newark Park [WNT] E E (Waotton 2m/3km,
n {Cotswald ), D i {gardens)
Horton Court [NT] ﬂ H (Cotswold/Monarchs),

m [partial}

Go through Syeowedl and tir vight wp very steep hill
towarels Ozleworth, After abont a mile (2km ), turn right
towarels Newark Parke Return to Wotton and take left tarn
stgnposted to Hilledey and then road from Hillesley tovwards
Hewkesbury Upron, Thrn right after toll mormuent down
steep hill to Howkesbory and then towards Hortor,

Hortoi Conrd i on your left bestde cliirefe



LITTLE SODBURY AND CHIPPING SODBURY
PARISH CHURCH

i

Henry VIN gramted the manor of Ofd Sodbury 1o Sir
Joahins Witlshie of Ohveston whiose fanily abso held the
mianr of Lirtle Sodbury, Sir John chose to live, with his
wile Ann Povnte, at Little Sodbury Manor which the
king and Anne Bobeyn visited in 1535, Leland's
;|a.'mll.p1|||.'| il 0 s e b f’n'.n: e e the Svele of
Sndlry Tl Hill ol 0 Flerke remains accurate,

I thie 15205, Willksm Tyndale was tutor mo 5ie John's
grandchildren. He published the first English transkation
ol the New Testament in 1525 but copies were burnt, he
wits brunded o heretic and Ded w Flanders, In 1535, a
complete English version was published officially, using
his text and a mwonwment at North Nibley records s

achievenmient,

[ ||J|'_|"Ili_\_'1 sodllnery, i [ty Tirle Murket Towrne ard
Thrwghe Favee to Brighestow (Leland ) retains much of its
Tudor character. Several buildings date from the 16th
century including Tudor House, parts of the Town Hall
and of St John the Baptist Church. In 5t Katherine's
chapel, named after the patron saint of weavers, is the
tomby of Sir John Walshe, "king's champion” at Henry
Vs conomation in 1508

LITTLE SODBURY AND CHIPPING SODBURY
PARISH CHURCH (continued)

Lirtle Sodinry Manor Private (view from road or
footpath only), m B (Cotswold/Monarchs)

Parish Church E {churchvard], B E E (towvn ),
(Frome), m {2my/ 3km), : {town ),

{(churchvard)

Frorm Horron Court, tirn left tovvards Horton, left at first
puassetion el right at next two T left at chiorch fowards
Ol Sodlbury and pass Litele Soddbiiry Manor {on hill above
ronadd L. Fallow gated road towards Chipping Sodbury,
turmiing vight past common asd turn left of o
ronistedabout on to BI060. Parish Clurch s on your right
atfter 300 yards just after o free car park.



DYRHAM AND COLD ASHTON PARISH
CHURCHES

E

The Wimter jfirepily pomsh fii Dhotfuon Chini

The Parish Church of St Peter at Diyrham is the village's
oldest building, dating partly from the 13th century
although the font is early 12th, Inside, you'll find a
substantial tomb 1o George Wynter who died in 1581, He
and his brother William had bought the Dyrham estate
from Sir Walter Denys, a staunch supporter of Henry
V1T and one who welcomed his fourth wile, Anne of
Cleves, 1o England. The sale included the nearby manor
of Abson, adjoining the Wynter's manor of Wick. George
Winiter's son safled with Dirake to the Magellan Straits,

Cold Ashton Parish Church is one of the few South
Gloucestershire churches that date almaost entirely from
the Tudor period. It was rebuilt between 1508 and 1540
by the rector, Thomas Key, whose funds possibly came
from Henry VIIT's redistribution of monastic wealth! You
can see the rector’s own symbaol, a letter T and a key, on
some of the window mouldings, There are fragments of
I6th century ghass in one window and graveyard
memarials to the Whittington family of Dick
Whittington fame.

Dyrlram Church E {as Ivrham Park NT, E
{ Dyrham Park), EBR (cotswold), 13 [ Dwrham

Park), {with help)
Cold Ashton Churrch ﬂ {churchyard ], E E

(Cotswald, Limestone), L:j I8 (churchyard)

Fromm car park, go towerds toven centre, turi left, Bear left
at roundabout on to A432. Tiern right ar iraffic lights on o
Ad6, cross M4 and after less than | mile (2km), turn right
ot to rovadd to Hiton. Tike second left daws steep lll, left
agetirt, atraed deft agodne i Dyehin towards Parish Clurch,
Thirn deft contel Jeft ageainn it Dhyrivem to return (o A46 and
turss right. Tirn lefr at roundabout on fo A420 and take
first right turn signposted Cold Asheon and follow road into
village. Partsh Chaerchy 15 ar left.

BITTON GRANGE ANMD PARISH CHURCH

Bty Crearges, it well-pmdownd rectory, afferedd spove for a bege farothv el servames!

Bitton Parish Church is particularly noted for its
splendid Perpendicular-period tower built in 1371, Much
of the church i Norman with Saxon origins and the
village may have been a Roman settlement. The extensive
gravevard offers lots of interesting reading and perhaps
some detective work! The church's Tudor associations are
largely those with the gentry of the area - the de Bittons,
the Barrs and Newtons of Bare's Court and the
Whittucks of Hanham

Bitton Grange, which stands close to the church b
separated by a high wall, was at one time the rectory,
later superseded by what is now the Old Vicarage. It
camie into the hands of Thomas Seymour during the
Reformation and the family held the manor of Bitton for
200 years. Thomas is best remembered for his sister, Jane,
the third queen of Henry VI and mother of his only
mutle heir, Edward V1.

Birton Grange Private (view from road), E
( Bristol-Bath/Monarchs Wy, 3

Parish Churcli E {churchvard ), E ﬂ

: . ] R
{ Bristol- Bath/Monarchs Way), E;a 'n-'_! (churchyard)

Contirtue through Cold Ashton, turr left on to A420 and
strantgght ahend at rosndabout, After less than 1 mile (2K,
tierna feft o road towards Harmswell byt tirn right at first
crossroade. Go straight over next crossroads amd Hheo
Uptort Cheyney townnds Bitton, Go across A431 and

o, bearing right towands Farish Church, Grange is on
vour right between Dower House and St Mary’s Church,



SISTON COURT AND WELLHOUSE
i = | i -

This Thckte smaragion i monwe ilividend info severad privine foones

The shields of arms above some of the windows of
Siston Court are those associated with the Denys family
which suggests that they built the Tudor elements of the
present extensive manor house, The fimily, who owned
propertics in Alveston, Rudgeway and Dyrham, were
well-established in the Pucklechurch area and there is still
a Dennisworth Farm being worked 1o this day. The
former Moundscourt Farm, not far from Siston, was
reputedly visited by Catherine Pare { Henry V11T last
wifee, who outlived him) but there is no evidence o
support this. The present house was built on the
foundations of its predecessors, incorporating the
original cellar,

In a field, reached by a stile, beside the public footpath
past the houses at Siston, you can see the wellhouse built
over the original well which served Siston Court and its
neighbours. As with all other private propertics, please
respect the privacy of the residents here,

Siston Court Private (view from footpath),

ﬂ I3 (atchurch), A [foorpath)
Wellhouse ﬂ ﬂ ﬂ L4 (at church)

Leave Bitton by turning left on to A431 and after abour |
miite ( 2k ), ruern right an o A4175, Cross the A420
towerdds Pucklechurch and you'll see Siston Parish Chinerch
after about 1.5 miles (2.5km). Siston Court is on your left
reached by a private road and public footpath. Dennisworth
Farm lies north of B4465 going towards Pucklechurch.

Al st for the Courd amd other howses

vt dfromwens frouns thnis well

MANGOTSFIELD PARISH CHURCH AND
RODWAY MANOR HOUSE

Yiwu i e the dipated coar-of-arms ;er il p.m'.ll iof Raowtvey Mapnsr Mo
At the time Henry V1T dissolved England’s monasteries,
the Parish Church of St James in Mangotshicld was
linked to the Priory of St James Barton in Bristol.

Its monastic lands were purchased by a rich merchant
tailor, Sir Henry Brayne, The Poynitz family owned
neighbouring land and Sir Thomas Berkeley was living at
Rodway Manor House where he died in 1533, His will
ordained that he should have a simple burial at the
parish church - but that after three months his remains
should be moved 1o Bristol Cathedral where you can see
his monument.

Rodway Manor House, originally Rodway Hill House,
wats first occupied by the Blount family of Bitton Court
bt it Later passed to the Berkeleys, Sir Thomas repaired
and embellished it, rebuilt the mill and diverted Bitton
Brook to create Chamell’s Pool - which Sir Nicholas
Poyntz later destroyed during a family feud. The legend
that the coat of arms over the porch were those of Anne
Boleyn has been officially discredited as have the house's
supposed assoctations with Henry VI, Anne Boleyn and
twor other wives, Jane Seymour and Catherine Parr!

Mangotsfield Parish Church EI f.chun‘h:mrd:.ﬁ m
(locally), ﬂ ( Bristol-Bath), EE

Rodway Manor House Private (view from across road),

E E { Bristol-Bath ), !_;! {pavement )

Frov Siston, turn left on to B4465, left again through
Shortwood and over ring road to Mangotsfield. Parish
Church is on right at junction of main roads, park opposite
church, Turw right, and then bear lefi at roundabout and
thews turn right down Maror Road, parking in cul-de-sac
o right. Rodway Manor House overlooks Rodway

Comumot,



BARR'S COURT MOAT AND HANHAM COURT

Privsty sty fumse? raserd the Bover Averd o eeaich Hiardwen Ablvads froms Keyrslun

Barr's Court was built, Leland noted, close o the Forest
of Kyngs Wadd, an area for hunting deer and wild boar
that also provided timber for shipbuilding. Ovwnership
passed from the de Bitton family to the Newtons and
took the name of Lady Jane Barr, childless
granddaughter of the last male de Bitton. Here, Leland
recorded, dwellythe one Ser folur Newton in a fayre olde
Munnar Plice of Stone caullyed Barres-conrte. Although
the hotise was demalished in 1770, some of the moat
rermains, partly water-filled.

Hanham Court and the adjoining 5t George's Chapel
are in the parish of Hanham Abbots, so-named because
the original manor had been given to the Abbot of
Kevnsham in 1300, The present house was built in the
16th century, probably just after the Reformation, St
George'’s would have been the privine chapel for the
house with services conducted by priests from Keynsham
but it is new administered by Christchurch, Hanham.

Barr's Court m E E m {locally) P
(locally), ":3

Hanhivm Court and Chapel Private I'-ww from lane),
B (1m/1.5km), G ﬁ

footpath)

{Avon ), & ‘iq {road f

Leave Mangorsfield on B4463 towards Staple Hill but torn
left ont to A4175 - Teewell Hill - towards Warmley, foining
ring rowd at Siston, heading south. Turn left at second
roundabout and then right through the housing estare and
left into Stephen's Dirive to Barr’s Couert. Return o T-
function, turm left, left again, and left at both first and
second roundiabouts to join A431. Turn sharp right af next
roursdabout in Willsbridge, passing farmthouse with statues
ot roof, Hartham Court is along narrow lame on left. take
gated left fork ro church,

BRISTOL

T

"The fininesz, pooddliesr avd mod famoges |::.u|_.-5_- chiureh fip b ||h||..lr_\|" Ffezphyity )

Bristol’s prosperous merchants built one of England’s
finest medieval parish churches, $t Mary Redcliffe, with
its unusual double-aisled transepis. It greatly impressed
Gueen Elizabeth 1. She had entered the city through 5t
John's Gate which lohn Leland noted as having a church
on cither side,

Henry VI conferred cathedral status on the abbey
church of St Augustine, founded by the first Baron
Berkeley in 1140, Although much of the Cathedral is
Tudor, the Berkeley Chapel dates from 1330 - vou can
see the flue of the vven used for baking wafers for the
Mass. Tombs of Richard and Sir Henry Newton (of
Barr’s Court) lie in their family chapel. The Berkeleyvs
alsoy instituted St Mark’s Hospital, now the Lord Mayor's
Chapel, where you can see the chantry founded by Sir
Robert Powvnte,

Red Lodge in Park Row, built by Sir John Young in the
Late 15805, still retains its fine Elizabethan domestic
panelling in its Great Cak Room, There is also a
reconstructed Tudor garden,

Cathedral ﬂ E . . {Avon ), ,:ﬁ
{Tmf1.5km), .I,L_ q,_'s

st Mary Redetiic EY B B3 (and 1ocaty), I
{ Bristol-Bath ), !] m ! I_,_, [ by south door)

Other sites ask Bristol TIC, 0117 926 0767
bristol@tourism.bristolgov.uk

Retruce your route back to A431 and trn left. A roundeabous,
turm right into Marstuam Wy, then left on to ring roud. Tirn
right at next jurction and follow A4 into Bristol, Beqr left into
Reddiffe Wiy, Ad044, pass St Mary Redcliffe an your left,
continue to roumdaboud, cinde, and return short distance (o
catr peark for visits to Bristol city contre,



m This beautifiel 16th Century Castle, once owned
Caatle by Hewery VI, stands in 15 acres of regal splendor

sserrounded by its vineyard and Tudor garden and
& rengwniead for being one of the finest coustry house
hatels in England. .
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